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Dear Friends of the FRBC, 
A letter from the Founding Directors:

Our work continues to feel increasingly urgent as new research suggests that species extinction related 
to climate change is less of a gradual decline, and more like a series of sudden sharp cliffs with large 
losses of populations.  Most sobering, some models suggest this could start occurring in as little as ten 
years.  Similarly, our efforts to introduce plants from overseas specialty collections has been drawn to 
sharper focus by the pandemic.  Many small nurseries and collections rely on spring sales to remain 
solvent and with these sales canceled by the virus, the viability of these enterprises going forward is 
murky.  We are acting now and with your help, we can do even more.

Our mission at FRBC is driven by the urgent need to preserve the genetic resources of threatened 
species as well as the equally threatened ornamental cultivars found in foreign collections.  All 
research into climate change, human resource exploitation and economics points definitively to 
adverse pressure increasing exponentially on these plants.  Many of these plants are grown in display 
gardens to showcase attributes of FRBC plants, which also serve important research functions as well 
as providing a safe haven for plants in the FRBC collection. 

Kelly and Sue in Argentina



Mission
Th e FRBC acquires and conserves wild and cultivated ornamental plants new to North America 
with special emphasis on those that are threatened or vulnerable to loss. We maintain these plants 
as a living reference collection for education, scientifi c purposes, and public enjoyment. 

Strategic Goals

1. Continue Collection of At-Risk Plants - Conduct horticultural research and collecting 
expeditions to search for species acutely threatened by immediate human pressure or climate 
change, particularly those not capable of migration or adaptation, and actively import plants 
from at-risk specialty collections in Europe and elsewhere. 

2. Ensure Conservation and Distribution of Th reatened Plants - Pursue ex situ conservation 
practices and cultivation, with distribution to botanical institutions, public gardens, scientifi c 
researchers, and the horticultural community. 

3. Broaden Engagement and Education of Diverse Communities - Increase public participation 
in horticulture and gardening by providing education on how our work and plant collections 
contribute to understanding and preserving global biodiversity. 

4. Build Infrastructure and Organizational Sustainability - Steward the Conservancy’s 
collection and establish systems to ensure the long-term viability of the plant collections and 
the organization. 

Plants@FarReachesBotanicalConservancy.org
360-385-5114

FarReachesBotanicalConservancy.org  
1818 Hastings Avenue, Port Townsend, WA 98368

Instagram:  www.instagram.com/far_reaches_botanical_conserve/
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/FRBC.ORG/
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2021 Highlights

] Conser vation Highlights:  Propaga-
tion of extremely rare Cornus wardi-
ana and Carpinus viminea, distributed 650 
plants of 67 different species to other Bo-
tanic Gardens, Universities, Arboreta, and 
other repositories focused on conservation.  

] First Flowerings: Polylepis hieronymi, Lillium 
henrici, Lillium poilanei, Hedychium sp., and 
many Roscoeas

]
] Virtual connections: 4 webinars hosted in 2021, 

228 webinar attendees, 13 e-newsletters sent in 
2021 and 96 new subscribers, 509 new social 
media followers

] Expansion: 24.32% increase in individual con-
tributions from 2020, 236 new and returning 
members 

Cardiocrinum cathayanum



Conservation Programs Year in Review
At the FRBC, we identify regions that hold key wild plant species that are poorly known in cultivation and whose 
populations are threatened by human activity and climate change. We also locate European specialty plants grown by a 
single individual or horticultural entity.

We then conduct horticultural research and collecting expeditions to bring seeds, cuttings or plants back to our 
nursery. Once established, these are propagated for distribution to botanical gardens, horticultural entities, 
researchers, and home gardeners.  Ex situ cultivation is one of the cornerstones of our conservation practices 
– placing these rare plants in permanent collections and encouraging gardeners to grow them is our principal 
strategy to insure against their loss.  

As you can imagine, the pandemic threw a considerable wrench into our expedition plans in 2020, and then 
continued to throw wrenches with each variant surge. However, that left a considerable amount of our budget 
leftover for other projects which made great progress in 2021.

] Th e Collection - To the best of our knowledge, we had the fi rst fl owering in cultivation of the South American 
shrub-to-small tree of Polylepis hieronymi.  Th e fl owers are apetalous (without petals) which seems a keen 
irony for a plant in the Rosaceae but the beautiful evergreen foliage clad in silver hairs and gnarled trunks 
with peeling bark more than compensate.  We had quite a number of fi rst fl owerings for us in the Collection 
but the Polylepis wins top prize. 

A couple of key propagation successes were from the 
recent acquisition of three new clones of the extremely 
rare and newly-described (2021) Cornus wardiana to go 
with our one earlier clone.  Th is is key for genetic diversity 
and for controlled pollination among the clones.  It is 
always concerning when we have but a single plant of an 
accession as you have no room for error.  Losing a plant 
like this represents the loss of irreplaceable genetics as 
well as a loss to botany and horticulture.  One such plant is 
the Vietnamese Carpinus viminea via botanist Dr. Aaron 
Floden.  All Carpinus or Hornbeams are very worthy and 
this had handled tough zone 6 winters in Tennessee so we 
were delighted to receive it.  Transplanting had set it back 
but we have a few cuttings potted up and breaking bud so 
we can relax a bit now that we have backups!

] Distribution - A key tenet of our conservation strategy is distribution so that all of these botanical eggs are 
not being held in one basket.  We have seen FRBC plants distributed far and wide to botanic gardens, public 
gardens and private gardeners.  Examples of the geographic of this green diaspora include the University of 
Florida to JC Raulston Arboretum in North Carolina, to Coastal Maine Botanic Garden to Greater Des 
Moines Botanic Garden, to Atlanta Botanic Garden, to USDA Germplasm Repository in Texas, to Denver 
Botanic Garden to San Francisco Botanical Garden to University of Washington Botanic Gardens and the 
Rhododendron Species Botanical Garden in Federal Way WA. 

Cornus wardiana



 ] The Collector’s Garden - We are in the process of building a 
new shade garden for strictly FRBC plants which will be used 
for display, education, comparative research, and propagation. 
The Collector’s Garden will be an intimate room enclosed 
within a very large lath structure, housing detailed plantings 
of extraordinary and rare FRBC plants, including our many 
ferns of wild provenance. The Collector’s Garden will be a 
necessary setting for growing and displaying our extensive 
collections of selected key genera, which is essential for these 
to be recognized as a Nationally Accredited Plant Collec-
tion. The requirements of being a Collection Holder dovetails 
perfectly with the FRBC’s core mission of germplasm pres-
ervation, distribution for research, and ex situ conservation.

The plants in this will be growing in our native soil amended with 130 yds of various materials such as bark, sand, 
and compost - but we are most excited about the 30 tons of fine basalt chips and flour. Recent research has pointed 
to the use of powdered basalt as an effective modality for carbon sequestration.

The overhead irrigation system and lathe structure are nearing completion. We hope to share videos and tours during 
the ongoing planting process as it extends into spring and summer, and a possible in-person or virtual grand opening 
for our members. 

 ] The Crevice Garden - We will expand the existing FRBC Crevice Garden very soon this spring. We are thrilled by the suc-
cess of some of our local Olympic Mountains alpine endemics in this display garden, such as Campanula piperi and Viola 
flettii. The latter is quite difficult to grow as it favors rock cracks above treeline, and is one of the plants most at risk from climate 
change.  This is rarely cultivated if at all, and it is wonderful to see that this can be saved when grown in the crevice garden. 

This coming year we will once again bring in crevice garden masters Kenton Seth and Paul Spriggs to double the size 
of our existing garden.  They are authors of a new book titled ‘The Crevice Garden’ and are literally international rock 
stars, having built gardens in New Zealand and Scotland.  We will host a concurrent installation workshop which 
will only be available virtually. 



 ] Database - A huge step forward in our collections management has been the purchase of the botanic gar-
den-standard software, IrisBG. This is used by many botanical and public gardens and will provide us with 
a much needed platform to manage plant information, such as collection data and subsequent observations, 
while making it easier to share this data with various institutions and researchers.

The eventual goal is a comprehensible database of all our collection plants that can be searched easily on 
our website. Before we could make our purchase of the IrisBG database we needed to upgrade our internet 
connection, as the database will hold a lot of data. The initial purchase was a major capital investment and 
will be well worth it. We will refine the procedures for integrating IrisBG Database into our operations this 
year, with the goal to have 50% of collection accessioned at minimum information level.



Educational Programs Year in Review

We shifted from our usual programming of educational, on-site workshops on on how to use these scarcely-
known plants in the garden to programs of the virtual sort. We hosted four webinars in 2021 about our 
own plant hunting expeditions and those of historical fame: 

1. Botanical Bright Spots in 2020: A look back at some of the highlights in the FRBC 
collection in 2020. We celebrated many first flowerings and a lot of new acquisitions showing 
exciting potential - a nice slice of the wide range of plants we introduced for conservation. 

2. The Amazing Plants of Southern 
China: In the fall of 2019, FRBC Directors 
Kelly Dodson and Sue Milliken were part 
of a small team exploring for plants in 
southern Yunnan and Guangxi.  Some of 
these areas have rarely, if ever, been visited by 
westerners and the rich flora was amazing, 
ranging from Begonia to gesneriads, 
Arisaema to Shortia, Rhododendron to 
Schefflera, to towering old-growth trees 
of Schima, Rehderodendron, Rhodoleia 
and the rare Abies yuanbaoshanensis. 
 

3. Plant Hunting in the Pandemic: Argentina March 2020: FRBC Directors Dr. Cody Hinchliff, 
Kelly Dodson and Sue Milliken explored the complex geography and diverse habitats of NW Argentina 
that are home to a bewildering array of very cool plants.  From cactus desert to lush subtropical-temperate 
rainforest to windswept, high elevation grassy steppe, this was a barrage of botany of the very best sort.  
 

4. In the Footsteps of Joseph Dalton 
Hooker and Augustine Henry with Seamus 
O’Brien: Guest speaker Seamus O’Brien 
discussed the subject of his two biographies, 
the Victorian plant hunters and explorers, 
Dr Augustine Henry and Sir Joseph Dalton 
Hooker. Both collectors are associated with 
the National Botanic Gardens of Ireland, 
which O’Brien manages, and he retraced the 
routes of each of these intrepid plant hunters.  
 

 ] Kelly and Sue have done a number of vir-
tual talks for horticultural societies and bo-
tanical gardens in North America, with all 
guest speaker fees going to the Conservancy. Dr. Cody Hinchliff



Financials
Our most important fundraising events of the year are GiveBIG in the spring and year-end giving 
in December which is kicked off with Giving Tuesday. The FRBC will continue to participate in these 
events in 2022.



2020 summary
Due to the beginning of the pandemic and subsequent lack of 2020 annual report, we have included some of the year’s  
highlights and information here:  

 ] Argentina trip - In March of 2020 Di-
rectors Sue, Kelly, and Cody traveled to 
northwestern Argentina on a plant ex-
ploration foray that was unfortunately 
cut short by Argentine restrictions over 
the COVID-19 virus.

They regretfully had a little over three 
days in the field but those were jam-
packed and they met their primary goals, 
so despite being severely shortened 
they count it a success. A number of 
key species were located, and observing 
mature Crinodendron tucamanum, 
Polylepis australis and the rare P. 
hieronymi was tremendously fulfilling. 
    
 

 ] We  renovated  the  new  FRBC  workroom.  It  serves as our  fern spore propagation  and microscopy  headquar-
ters, herbarium preparation room, library, and the administrative office.        

 ] New microscope - A microscope was a critical aid in species identification. It’s used for photographing  
salient details of plants in the FRBC collection, and these photos will be part of each individual plant’s data records.         
   

Sue in Argentina 2020 Polylepis hieronymi



 

 ] We distributed 580 plants of 63 different species 
to outside organizations, horticulturists, and 
gardeners. Some highlights include gesneriads 
from our collection to Atlanta Botanic Garden 
for their permanent living collection, plants of 
Vaccinium species to a southeastern university 
PhD research project involving molecular analy-
sis to determine evolutionary relationships in the 
genus, and delivered some larger plants from our 
collection to the University of Washington Bo-
tanic Gardens.

 ] Board Member appointment: Dr. Cody Hinchliff was unanimously elected to the Board of Directors on 
October 30, 2020. He formerly volunteered as our in-state consulting taxonomist for over two years. 

Oreocharis sp.



2020 Financials 



Our Supporters
Tribute Gifts 
In Honor of Ellen Reed, from Phoebe Milliken & Richard Reed
In Memory of a loved one, from Marie Willard
In Memory of Miranda Constance Browne, from Gioia T Browne
In Memory of a loved one, from Peggy & Wayne Siscoe 

Expedition Benefactors  
($1000+)
Alida Bower
Joan Buhler
Steve & Monique Elfman
Deborah Heg
Cody Hinchliff
Denise Lane
Jane Longo
Janet Magedanz
Trish Maharam
Keith Maw & Peg Blanchard
Peggy Power & Glenn Hansen, 
Ozette Paradise Fund
Darrell Probst & Joanne Holtje
Craig Russell
Patricia Wales
Matt and Jen Wilson
Anonymous

Conservators ($500+)
Annette Barca
Susan Bercheck
David Eger & Chengling Chan
Kathy & Charles Hornbuckle
Ryan & Marion Huxtable
Jeff Lehman & Katrina Russell
Kevin McIntosh
Nancy Merrill
Chitra & Zakir Parpia
Dan & Fran Post
Mary Sizemore
Margret Soderstrom
Jonathan Stroh
Marie Willard
Anonymous

Sustaining Members ($250+)
Maureen Adams
David Aldous
Karen Allston
Lynn Bergelin
Bonnie Berk
Gioia T Browne
Whitfield & Mary Carhart
Jason Delaney
Michael Gorthy
Holly Hedges
Helen & Roy Herold
Christine Heycke & Michael 
Korinek
Kathryn & Neil Lamka
Dixie Llewellin
David Mason
Cecilia McGowan
Margaret Mood
Kathleen Neal
Alane Olson
Mary Robson

Andrea Sawyer
Peggy & Wayne Siscoe
Ann Skillman
Paul Smith
Elaine Starz-Brown
Richard Steffen
Ronald & Miki Swanson
John & Beth Willis
Jonathan Willis
William Winslow

Classic Members ($100+)
Carol Arnold
Sarah Backus
Mary Baker
Katherine Baril
Neil Bell
Linda Beutler
Gretchen Blanchard
Donna Bogumill
Dennis Bottemiller
Rebecca Boylan
Cass Brotherton
Brenda Buras-Elsen
Ben Caldwell
Pamela Clise
Tom Cox
Jeanne Cronce
Tanya DeMarsh-Dodson
Cherryl & William Dennis
Mary Dilles & Ethan Cook
Suzanne R Dworsky
Kathy Engell
John & Susan Erickson
Kenneth Everding
Jean Feagin
William Fesperman
Lisa Fletcher
Marsha Garrison
Libby & Michael Greanya
Mollie Groendyke
Elizabeth Haan
Mike & Deanna Hochstein
William Hopkins
James Hughes
Chad Inks
Ravi Kaza
Nancy Kilson
Lois Kohashi-Sinclair and   
Mickey Sinclair
Karin Kravitz
Jeanette Kunnen
Annetta Kushner
Theresa Laskiewicz
Barry Lerich
Kristin Lister
Anne Logan
Mark Lyke
Barbara Lyle

Barry Mason
Sara Mauritz
Jane McCune
Cathy Menard & Betsy Black
Andrew & Nancy Milliken
Phoebe Milliken & Richard 
Reed
Kimberly Mills
Nancy Mills
Mark Mitckes
Carol Modena
Patricia Moreland
Heidi Nethercutt
Alice Nicolson
Jill Nooney & Robert Munger
Neve Norton
Charles Ogburn
Mark Oppenheimer
Margaret Parker
Deborah Pedersen
Linda Pyles
Riz Reyes
Stephanie Rodden & John 
Cienki
Byron Rot
Nita Jo Rountree
Marilou Rush
Patricia Rytkonen
Paul Schneider
Jeffrey Schoonhoven
David Schueler
Larry Scott
Brian Silvey
Laura Singer
Mary Smidt
Patricia Smith
Kathleen Snow
Carroll Stephens
Frank Stowell
David Stuhr
Dr. C R Tamboline
Richard Turner
Joy Wannamaker
Lia Ward
Ann Welch
Scott Wu
Anonymous (4)

Members ($40+)
Gail Adams
Blaine Baker
Howard Barnes
Louis Bauer
Carlo Borsarini
Nancy Branchflower
Carol Burton
Terry Carter
Barbara Chamberlain
Dawn Chaplin

Cheryl Clark
Candace Cruea
Stefani Cushing
Patricia Eden
Jean L Emmons
Greg Friedrichs & Amy Grondin
Antoinette & Jerry Gibbs
Linda Gilliland
Bengt Goran Andersson
Jennifer Harris
Joyce Hawkins
Ted Herrington
Carol Hoerster
Elin K. Jacob
Robert Jangaard
David Katz
Sabra Kelley
Michael Kolaczewski
Diana Kruse
Janyce Lauhon-Horton
Josie Lawlor
Celia Leibacher
Lynn McIntyre
Beverley Merryfield
Peggy Nerdahl
Robin Parer
Sonchen Patton
Camille & Dirk Paulsen
Marcus Phelps-Munson
Cassandra Picha
Sashi Raghupathy
Abigail Rennekamp
Meg Ryan
Marilyn Sandau
Sharon Schlentner
Chuck Sheaffer
Myla Sherburne
Mari Short
Kyle Sonnenberg
Joseph Sowers
Marcia Sparling
Diane Stanger
Mary Kay Talbot
Marna Tallman
Anne Tangeman
David Tegenfeldt
P Coleman Townsend
Shelagh Tucker
Sharon Voss
Ernie Wasson
Brian Watson
Sherri Wilson
Daniel Winkler
Elisabeth Zander
Anonymous (2)
The Portland Garden Club



Donate
We are a small but very effective entity with comparatively little donation money spent on promotion 
or administration when contrasted to the amount going directly to the plants and our conservation 
efforts. All donations have a personal and tangible impact with us, especially during these difficult 
times of the pandemic. There are many ways to give, including by check or online at our website,  
https://farreachesbotanicalconservancy.org/Donate-FRBC.html

Planned Giving: Include the FRBC in your estate plans to leave a lasting legacy of plant protection. With 
just a little planning, you can help to make sure that threatened plants are conserved for generations to 
come. Find out more here: https://farreachesbotanicalconservancy.org/PlannedGiving.html

Join or Renew membership: Please consider becoming a FRBC member today. All it takes is a $40 
donation. Our Annual Membership cycle is from January 1st through December 31st each year. Find out 
more or renew online: https://farreachesbotanicalconservancy.org/Donate-FRBC.html



Board of Directors
Sue Milliken, President
Kelly Dodson, Vice President
Bonnie Berk, Treasurer
Cody Hinchliff PhD, Secretary

Support Team
Dr. Aaron Floden PhD, Consulting Taxonomist 
Dr. Michael Sundue PhD, Consulting Taxonomist
Dr. Cody Hinchliff PhD, Consulting Taxonomist
Panayoti Kelaidis, Senior Curator at the Denver Botanic Garden, Advisor
John Massey, owner of Ashwood Nurseries in England, Advisor
Elena Smith, Administrative Coordinator
Ann Welch
Dan Post
Mike Elder
Kimberly Mills
Sarah Shank
Dixie Llewellin
Meghan Mix



Acquire • Conserve
Educate • Share


